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Press-release 

Arabs call that country Al-Magrib, which means “a country of Far West”, Europeans know it as Morocco, by the name of one of its ancient capitals – Marrakech, which means “beautiful”; travelers call that country as “Cold country under hot sun”, poets – “Golden Dawn”


One of the most interesting and original singers of Russian pop scene – Varvara doesn’t often please audience with her new music videos, but each of them becomes an individual short movie, which reveals beauty of the world, the wealth of different cultures and epochs. If you remember her fabulous video “Day Dreams of Love”, shot in one of the most beautiful places of our country – on Balaam. Varvara’s new music video “Flew and sang” – a fairy tale, shot in the ancient and mysterious kingdom of Al-Magrib. 


Flew and Sang 


Words of “Flew and Sang” were written by Arthur A’Kim and based on text of 100-year old Russian folk song, found in archives. Vladimir Molchanov, who Varvara has worked for many years with, wrote music. There are authentic eastern instruments, which unusually go with northern melodic of vocal line and secondary choruses.


Initially shooting was planned to be in ancient Bukhara. But December cold weather in Uzbekistan didn’t let singer’s intentions realize. But waiting till spring could destroy all plans for music video launching and new album release.


African Hollywood

Weekly November holidays, which Varvara with her friends decided to spend in Morocco, saved the situation. The nature of that country was so organic to new song, that being at grass, the singer decided to shoot over there: unique local landscape consists of stony deserts with dissemination of verdant oasis, snow-covered alps, ancient fortresses.


Not in vain Morocco is called “African Hollywood” – a magic nature of the country summons world-renowned cinematographers. There were shootings of many blockbusters, such as: “The Mummy”, “Gladiator”, “Alexander” and others. Many artists, designers and couturiers use colors, ornaments, decorations and cloths of Morocco nowadays. The master of haute couture Yves Saint Laurent lives and creates just there.


“I didn’t want by no means the video looked like travel agency commercial, - Varvara comments, - therefore for shooting we chose not those popular towns of Marrakech, Agadir or Casablanca, but Ouarzazate and Zaouiat Aguilal, located far from tourist’s routes of Morocco”. 


A new song – a new image

“This is my first song, where eastern notes dominate, - Varvara comments, - despite I have lived in United Arab Emirates for several years, working together with one English band. Therefore I know the culture not by hearsay. The aesthetics of costumes has also changed; all of them are made in eastern style, with great number of decorations and using original eastern cloths.


Alexey Tishkin was chosen as a director for “Flew and sang” video, the author of stylish video of Zemphira “Macho”, “Na beregu neba” (“On shore of the sky”) video by Dima Bilan and many others. Cameraman’s place was taken by experienced Vlad Opelyantz, who has shot more than a hundred videos for the most famous domestic artists, including Alsou, “Tantzi Minus” (“Dances Minus”), “Otpetie Moshenniki” (“Inveterate Cheaters”), and also famous for his work on “Krizis srednego vozrasta” (“Middle Age Crisis”), “Boginya” (“Goddess”) movies. A stylist and designer of the new music video was Varvara herself. All the decorations and costumes of the main heroine were made by drafts of the singer.

Moscow – Paris – Casablanca

The journey of the artist and her crew started on 14th of December. After arriving to Paris, waiting for several hours in Charles De Gaulle Airport and 4-hour flight, a group of 11 people landed in economic capital of Morocco – Casablanca. And so the adventures began. Without explanations, Moroccan customs arrested the camera. Negotiations, remonstrance and financial compensation offers were failed.


By the moment when the group in despair was on the verge of a nervous breakdown, Varvara decided to take the initiative and tried to remember all Arabic words and songs she had known. After half an hour negotiation, an “unassailable fortress” of customs has surrendered - the camera was given back with many compliments to “beautiful artist from cold Russia”.

Cine-musical extreme

Service with Ouarzazate, located far from large cities, was only ground-based, on narrow serpentine through nek. 9 hours driving in a van above abyss is an adventure not for nervous people. Driving has made people sick like in storm on a ship.

Contrary to common sense, several hours of sleeping after such an extreme journey in the air and on the ground were enough for Russian cine-musical adventurers. Barely waking up, administrators went to negotiate with local authorities, and the crew went for scouting.


Working moments or budget in danger!

It wasn’t that easy to get permission for shooting in Morocco, especially architectural monuments. At first it was required to persuade authorities in seriousness of the project and its highly professional realization. It went very easy – photo sessions and previous music videos of Varvara justified the professionalism of the artist and her crew. The representative of Culture Committee of Morocco, who studied in the one of the St. Petersburg’s universities 20 years ago, has helped a lot in the situation. Later she came to shooting area several times to help and support the process.

The second problem was in Moroccan lands. Most of them, including historical monuments were private property. Absolutely savage and virgin areas of wild nature were obtained a proprietor after camera appearance in minutes. Owners claimed their territory rights, produced papers and required recompense.

The budget was in danger. Again Varvara came to the rescue. Just the appearance of blond beauty made the uncompromising “owners” forgot all their claims.    


Spirits of the past and auspices.

An ancient fortress of 1351 in Zaouiat Aguilal became the residence of robbers, Varvara’s kidnappers. Civilization has fanny touched centuries-old walls: in the absence thereof water and sewer system, local people have electricity and satellite television!  


Once, movie shooting of Hidalgo has already been in living ward of ancient citadel. However, in the large ward, inhabitant more than 50 years, even owners appeared very seldom.

That was the place, attracted Varvara and her crew attention: high walls, big “eye-sockets” of windows, ancient carved gates. They decided to camp there.


Near the fortress was a perfect stage for one of episodes. Stony, almost lifeless and very relief, cracked clay surface. But local people, observing strangers’ intentions, got badly alarmed and announced that it was a derelict town cemetery and no shooting was allowed there. The crew unlikely wanted to communicate with spirits of buried there for the past six centuries, and the episode has been shot in another place.


“On the top of the roof we saw a large nests of storks, - Varvara says. – Local people said they came there only in March. But soon out of one nest a white bird appeared. For a long time it has overlooked at locals, which came to watch at the miracle. Coming of white stork in the middle of Moroccan winter – uncommon occurrence and we felt it was a good sign.” 


Papier-mâché or antiques?

There are tons of “eastern” props in local studios, but at closer examination all the stuff is pretty crude fake. “After we visited an ancient fortress, whose walls were imbued of centuries-old history, - Varvara tells, - it became obvious, that all that stuff would look just awkward against of enchanting reality around.»

Singer’s administration turns to the museum of Ouarzazate. With the assistance of Moroccan Committee of Culture, her group achieved agreement with direction about rent of the exhibits for making organic atmosphere in the frame. Thus, all the carpets, weapons, vases and other implements were the real antique things with centuries-old history.  


Snakes, scorpions and rodeo on royal camel. 


A real snake charmer with one of the most poisonous repents – cobra appears in the frame besides old stuff. For persuasive confirmation of his qualification, he ate a real scorpion. But Russians unanimously decided not to include such an exotic breakfast in the plot.


In desert journey scene Varvara rides on white royal camel, which was brought in a special vehicle from Marrakech. For Varvara, new for riding the camels, it was an only safe choice: the animal was very quiet and absolutely obeyed the rider – the Queen of Morocco rode it. Two best Moroccan riders convoyed the camel: Kamal and Aziz, who also acted in Alexander movie.


But some incidents happened. Following the director’s idea, besides riding the peaceful august camel, Varvara had to lead on a leash one more ship of the desert. No one surmised, that problems could occur with it – during shooting of regular take the animal bolted, carrying with it white camel with beautiful but inexperienced rider.


Professional riders were far from Varvara, as close-ups have been taking and they couldn’t come to rescue. Therefore, the singer had to stop tearing caravan herself. The situation could result in failure, but Varvara could cope with distracted animal, avoiding falling down. As a consequence of camel rodeo were many abrasions, bruises and broken nails.


 Coming back from short shock, the singer smiled and even joked that now she breezed through her “camel riding test”. “The shooting was not just hard, - Varvara comments, - it was a real extreme, strength test, where I didn’t have a right to lose courage, as my mood has passed to all the crew at once.”


Break-dance in desert.

The majority of Ouarzazate and Zaouiat Aguilal population, speaking of their profession, could proudly add: “I’m actor as well”. From time to time many of them participate in shooting of mass scenes and even perform bit parts. In mini movie of Varvara, some local people were also booked. Famous folk company of Ouarzazate entertained the robbers, who played ominous-looking Berbers and their leader, who was acting by Ahmet – an owner of several shops in Marrakech market. The musicians played together with the track so marvelous, that Varvara decided to combine their music with original track.


Following the scenario, several robbers, dancing with Varvara’s singing, had to perform modern break-dance. To find dancers in religious Ouarzazate – in town, where were no nightclubs, was almost unreal task. Varvara had luck again – coming by music shop, the singer noticed a dancing break teenager-assistant. Him and his 4 brothers performed that trick very well. 

Conquest of water elements


In the scene, where Varvara caught a fish with hands, gifted her with sparkling valuables, an incident has happened – while transferring from town, a fish has died. Unexpectedly, the singer saved the crew from the many hours idle time. Using her fishing skills, Varvara barehanded caught a fish in a small river in 15 minutes. The crew continued to shoot the scene, and after an only take a river ”actress” was set free back to water.


One of the most vivid scenes was shot near the tremendous waterfall, famous by “The Mummy” movie. In winter it almost dries up, nevertheless, it makes a magic impression.  


To be continued…

The return to motherland prepared the last surprise – a camera, together with the rest equipment didn’t come from Paris to Moscow. Despite the assurance of officials of Air France that the luggage was flying together with the crew, the part of the grip arrived only 6 hours later and the rest only in 4 days. But despite all the adventures, the film came to Moscow in safe, where montage began immediately.

“Flew and sang” music video will be broadcasted in the main Russian television channels at the end of January – beginning of February. At the same time the English version of music video was shot, and the negotiations are carried on about its translation in Europe. 
