Varvara moved to Balaam cloister.

New music video shooting of Varvara for “Day Dreams of Love” song has taken place on Balaam island. Admittedly, she became the first artist, who chose exterior not somewhere on trendy Jamaica or Cyprus, but in the middle of Russian Karelia. The idea came to singer in the middle of summer, and scouting and introduction with local people took place in August.

The whole island consists of large stones, put together as a big puff pie, and the depth of Ladoga lake is dangerous too – from 1,5 to 200 meters. But that didn’t put out Varvara’s wish to shoot a music video just there. Together with director Gosha Toidze, cameraman Vlad Opelyantz and all others, Varvara has wandered from side to side of Balaam archipelago for three days. All the crew took a three-day journey on Ladoga lake, on decks of two boats, which hardly moored to the shore of holy island. After blessing by Father Mefodiy from the old friary, situated on the island, the crew got down to work. 

Adults games.
First shooting day took place on rocks of Divniy island (Glorious island). The second day was on Oboronniy island (island of Defense), where frontier units of Finnish army settled in 1939. There are unusual scenic army constructions left, cut out in rocks. Certainly, no one could stand up against such a beauty, and constructions were used in the video. 

Ibidem both boats simultaneously stranded, because Finns, leaving the island, blew up formations and bestrewed all the coast in order that enemy couldn’t come up and disembark. Particularly amusing was a process of getting a boat off. “We all have to carry out captain’s orders to toss a boat, - Varvara remembers, - it was like that: captain orders “All on stern!”, and everybody runs like madmen on stern, even those, who knew about stern by intuition. Then on starboard, on port side – but where each of them, not everyone could realise at once. Thus tossing a boat could be refloated. As a matter of fact it is a serious and complicated procedure, but looks very funny! Imagine, 20 adults goes around in circles!”.

“Robinson life” on Balaam.
It is time to tell a bit about the video itself. The act begins with a raft with a lying girl on, appeared from morning fog. The raft was washed ashore of desert inhabitant island. The girl goes ashore and understands she is lonely there.

She begins to live on the island, drinks fresh water out of lagoons, founds a cave, where she hides from the rain, build a fire. In that cave Varvara had a weird dream, after awakening, she founds a bear claw in her hand, which she keeps as an amulet. At dawn, getting out of the cave, she sees a wild horse grazing on a meadow. That animal becomes an only friend of her, a companion of the lonely “owner of the island”. Once in the morning, before the dawn, something woke our heroine up, and she get out of the cave on an edge of the large rock, where suddenly a pigeon, a bird of hope, flies right onto her hands. A girl in hope of her loneliness may be over, tears off the neck her claw-amulet and puts on the pigeon whereupon lets it go. A hope makes her happy.

After several years the same girl remembers the story of her hope. Every time, looking at reflection of water or shining of fire, she returns to those days, spent on the solitary island. Finally a pigeon appears in her hands, in moments we see, it is a pigeon, which once flew to our wanderer and saved her from loneliness. She lets it go to give someone hope and save from loneliness.
Biletyorsha (Usherette) and others…
By tradition animals participated in video shooting. This time one cannot do without wolves, but the beast of prey had a bit part. Pigeons and a horse called Biletyorsha (Usherette) were the main decoration. To shoot Biletyorsha, Varvara had to come to monastic stable every evening and prepare her partner for shooting. Despite its horse beauty, Biletyorsha was pretty old, moreover, it was a cart horse, not a saddle one. But just Biletyorsha won Varvara’s heart and she decided she would be shot only with it. “It has so beautiful eyes and eyelashes! – she admired, - It is almost like human, you can read thoughts in its eyes”. All the scenes with animals were shot with one take, what surprised the crew, as it was expected that episodes with pigeons and the horse would be the most complicated. Nevertheless the hardest episode was shot in the cave. It was located at a height of 15 meters of sea level and the most severe trial was to reach it. The boats dropped the anchors 50 meters from the shore and all the crew were transferred to the island on a small boat sub voce “Tyuzik”, usually a name for mongrels, and mounted using ropes! Despite it was shining and calm, in the evening the crew rubbed into heavy weather! Nevertheless an optimism prevails among the group: in the first night, moored to Balaam, everybody watched the shine of Aurora Borealis, which occurs on Balaam once in 15 years…It was interpreted as a auspices, therefore Varvara and pals overcame the difficulties merrily with confidence. 

In the wild north…
And a third final day was close to hermitage of All Saints, where that 300-year old pine grows, which once Vasnetzov has embodied on his paint. The most picturesque place on the island was secret, no one ever has shot anything and to make pictures was prohibited, but after long remonstrance Father-Superior Pankratiy pronounced the benediction and allowed to shoot in that place. Just in shore of hermitage Varvara had to drift on a small wooden raft in ice water, which temperature was not more than 8 C. It was one of the most dangerous moments, as roughness and raining began during shooting the episode on Ladoga. The only man, who was really cheerful was the director Gosha Toidze, who required natural atmosphere just like that. To create the outrage of elements artificially with ventilators and water hose was technically complicated, so the nature gave all the required itself… pretty generously – wet to the skin Varvara was very satisfied with footage: “Due to the real hard rain and waves we achieved the required dramatic effect, though I didn’t feel myself of all of that on the tiny raft” 

…or How to use a pine instead of palm.

What ever did brave shooting staff: climbing on rocks, delivering water on top, which used to pour on stones for shining, shooting from side of small boat, went around the cusp of Divniy island, and setting up camera cart in the place, where it was impossible! And to shoot some episodes from a bird’s eye view, cameraman and director had to climb on a pine, as a crane brought from Saint-Petersburg couldn’t be installed on the rocky shore of Balaam.

Pleasant and useful.

During breaks Varvara with the crew was fishing, and a part of the catch was shot in one of the episodes. There were so many mushrooms, that the gathered ones had to be taken away in several buckets. ”I think after continuous eating mushroom soups, fried mushrooms, my favourite Juliens (fried mushroom in cream sauce), pasties and pancakes with mushrooms, I would feel sick after a thought of them. But the satisfaction would be for some months further!”, - Varvara pleased.

The main advantage of music video is considered to be the choice of shooting place: “I don’t like that many of our artists aim at going somewhere to Jamaica or Malaysia, Japan, China or Egypt. I don’t like “Exotics” definition itself. Probably I have outgrown with it. There are so many beautiful places in our country, which townspeople even do not guess about. I hope a new music video will awake people’s interest in our nature, in our lands and perhaps there would be more places like Balaam island in domestic videos”.
